The fascination of the
Vélklingen Ironworks
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In1994, the Vélklingen Ironworks became
the first plant from the heyday of industriali-
sation to be declared a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. For more than a century, the
Volklingen Ironworks had shaped the lives
of many thousands of people. Today, it is
the only fully preserved ironworks from the
19th and 20th centuries and an extraordinary
monument and sightseeing location
featuring high quality cultural exhibitions
and thrilling projects.

The largest Concentra-
tion of UNESCO World
Heritages in Europe

Nowhere else in Europe is the density of
Unesco World Heritage Sites higher thanin
the greater region of the Saar-Lor-Lux

also comprising Alsace and the Palatinate.
Roman monuments such as the Porta Nigra
in Trier, the Cathedral of Speyer, the baroque
jewel of the Place Stanislas in Nancy, the
Luxembourg fortress, Strasbourg's gothic
cathedral and medieval quarter at its city
centre and the baroque fortification of
Vauban in Longwy. And in the midst of all
this is the World Cultural Heritage Site at
the Volklingen Ironworks.

Otma
The Raven at the Centre
of World History

A new creative period of artist Otmar Alt
was significantly connected to the World
Cultural Heritage Site at the Vélklingen
Ironworks. This high gquality exhibition by
renowned, lateral thinking artist Otmar Alt
was brought about by a visit to the Unesco
World Heritage Site at Volklingen in 2007
and most significantly by the "World Events
Masterpieces of Reportage Photography
from Associated Press". The exhibition
inspired and motivated him to a new crea-
tive period culminating in "Otmar Alt.

The Raven at the Centre of World History"
comprising a unique cycle of paintings
featuring 31large scale works, with reference
to, and optical borrowings from, recent
European and global historical events such
as the 1968 movement, the Beatles'
mop-tops, the 1974 World Cup and the oil
crisis of that decade. Otmar Alt - one of

the most important artist of the present -
creates with his latest group of works a
unique kind of access to the history of the
last 60 years.

Sintering-plant: Introduction
with multi-media show
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The paradise between coal
storage towers and coke oven

State gifts

At one time, vast quantities of ore were stored in the ore
shed. Today, its roof offers the visitor a panoramic view of
Vélklingen, the rail track system and the active Saarstahl
steelworks. The panorama also takes in the blower shed
and the sintering-plant. Inside the shed, which has been
made into a new exhibition and cultural arena, the science
center exhibition "Your brain: think, feel, act" will be
showed from 16 May.
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On the coal track, visitors can experience a breathtaking panoramic view. It spreads from the blast furnaces with their inc-
lined ore lift (unique worldwide), the ore bunkers, the water tower and the craftsmen's lane of the World Cultural Heritage
Site at the Volklingen Ironworks. At the foot of the inclined ore lift is the entrance to the ScienceCenter Ferrodrom®. On
the lower level of the burden shed, over 10,000 m2in area, the visitor is whisked away into the fascinating world of iron
and steel. The four elements fire, water, air and earth, vital to the production of iron, can be experienced at first hand. The
history of iron and that of the Volklingen Ironworks become tangible at Ferrodrom®, where more than 100 hands-on
exhibits invite the visitor to experiment.
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In the burden shed, the 'belly' of the ironworks, 12,000
tonnes of raw material were once stored. On the upper
level, railway wagons brought in the raw materials; on
the lower level, the monorail cars with which those raw
materials were taken up to the blast furnaces were loa-
ded. The burden shed, one of the first large reinforced
concrete buildings of its kind, was built between 1911 and

1913, and is now the arena for the exhibition "Otmar Alt".
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The monorail cars ran along the top platform (27 metres
above ground level) and filled the six blast furnaces with
raw materials. At 45 metres, the viewing-platform offers
the visitor a fascinating view out over the World Cultural
Heritage Site and the industrial landscape along the Saar.
Then the walkway leads down to the tapping-level, where
the molten pigiron was tapped from the blast furnace.
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The Paradise

Obstacle free: All areas of the World Cultural Heritage Site at

the Vélklingen Ironworks and its exhibitions and event spaces are
comfortably accessible via ramps and obstacle free lifts, and
accessible via walking frames or wheelchairs (with the exception
of the 45 metre high viewing platform).

Further information: www.voelklinger-huette.org
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Blower Hall:
Marvels of technology
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"The World Cultural Heritage Site Volklingen Ironworks is the best
staged monument of industrial culture of the world. | know of no com-
parable project in the whole world where one can go so far into its
mediation and staging as well as the maintenance and transformation
of industrial cultural grounds as the World Cultural Heritage Site
Vélklingen Ironworks.It takes a peak positionin the international world
of industrial cultural projects." (Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Ebert, Professor of
Industrial Heritage Management, Istanbul). At the time in 1994, when
the Vélklinger Ironworks was officially nominated as a UNESCO World
Cultural Heritage Site, no one thought that it would become one of the
Europe's most important monuments of industrial culture. Today the
site is the prominent anchor point of the European Route of Industrial
Heritage - ERIH, the network of the most important locations of
Europe's industrial legacy. The site is now one of the favourite 100 places
to visit in Germany (Baedeker publishers) and one of the 100 most
important cultural monuments. Nearly 2 million people have visited
the World Cultural Heritage Site Volklinger Ironworks up to the present
day. In 2009 the World Cultural Heritage Site Volklingen Ironworks
celebrates two great jubilees: since 15 years it belongs to the UNESCO
and it is since 10 years the European Center of Art and Industrial Culture.
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It consists of a grey mass and is similar to a disproportionately large half
walnut. This unimpressive exterior houses the greatest development

of evolution: our brain. It is where our memory, our consciousness and our
personality reside. The brain is far more than an organic machine but
isin fact the location of thought and idea. A thousand billion nerve cells
are linked in the smallest of spaces to the most flexible, powerful and
fastest network. The human ability to think, feel and act is directed purely
through the brain. The means to perceive of consciousness, to make
intuitive decisions or test new ways of thinking has been rendered
'experiencable' by "Your brain: think, feel, act".

Starting from 16 May, the World Cultural Heritage Site at the Vélklinger
Ironworks is presenting "Your brain: think, feel, act" in cooperation with
the Danish Science Center "Experimentarium" in Copenhagen/Hellerup.
The new ScienceCenter Exhibition mediate with its 42 experience and
participation stations over the almost 1000 gm of exhibition space of the
ore hall, thrilling and unique impressions of the capabilities, but also the
twists and turns underlying our brain.
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ScienceCenter
World of Adventure
Voélklinger Hutte

www.voelklinger-huette.org
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The 1st Science Center in the Saar-Lor-Lux region, Ferrodrom® invites
the visitor to experience the fascinating world of iron in the 10000m2 large
Burden Hall. The panorama ranges from the beginning of iron extraction
to the production of high-tech, stainless steel products. The best iron can
only be produced through the use of the four elements, fire, water, earth
and air. The fire and wind tornado, the magical ice block and the head-high
wind machine make it possible to experience the phenomena with all the
senses. Exciting experiment and participation stations really convey the
thrill of the elements. In the former pig-iron factory of the Vélklingen
Ironworks - now a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site -numerous labo-
ratories were a necessity. Day and night, materials such as coke, ore and
theironitself had to be examined and checked in these laboratories before
further processing could take place. At the ScienceCenter Ferrodrom®
the visitor is given the opportunity to stand in the shoes of those earlier
engineers and laboratory technicians, albeit in a playful manner. The
video microscope opens up the thrilling micro-world of iron. Fine patterns
were secure evidence for indicating the correct quality. The power of
magnetism was implemented for sorting and even transporting material.
Inthe ironworks' laboratories the visitor can be a ""crane driver" opera-
ting a magnet crane. The outstanding replication of the various transport
systems renders a powerful feeling of being 'hands on' at the 'works'.




